has been urged by some writers, that the first four or five months, being before dentition usually commences, is the most proper time, as the child is then most easily managed, the deformity most effectually removed, and the constitutional effects of an operation less to be dreaded, than at any other period. This opinion, however, has been ably combatted, and by high authority, on the ground that young infants bear the loss of blood badly; that the pins are liable to tear out in the lip of so tender a subject; and that the consequent irritation, attending such an operation, often produces convulsions, and even death. They therefore contend that the most proper time for the operation is from one to three years after birth.
Fearful as these objections to early operations may appear, there is, in reality, no force in them when separately examined, and in connection with such preparatory treatment as most cases of hare-lip, in young infants, imperiously demand.
That an infant can sustain but a small loss of blood compared with an adult is an important fact, and one that should be most carefully remembered. But it is strange that this objection should be urged against operating on infants for the cure of hare-lip, when the bleeding in such cases is but trifling, and that, under such entire control ! While the edges of the lip are being pared off, the pins inserted, and the ligatures applied, simple pressure upon the external maxillary arteries, or upon those of the lip, by seizing the lip between the thumb and finger, is all that is required to control the haemorrhage to the most limited degree. If 
